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Imran won’t seek any 
deal, claims KP CM 

Links political stability to release of PTI founder, spouse;  
says bail for over 2,000 workers obtained 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Chief Minis-
ter Ali Amin Gandapur on 
Wednesday claimed that 
former prime minister Imran 
Khan and his wife Bushra 
Bibi had been imprisoned 
without any legal justifica-
tion. 

Speaking to the media 
here, he said that Imran 
Khan believed in the Con-
stitution, the law, and the 
judiciary. He said Imran 
Khan would not seek any 
deal but would emerge vic-
torious through the legal 
process. 

“There can be no polit-
ical stability in the coun-
try without the release of 
Imran Khan and Bushra 

Bibi,” Gandapur said. 
The chief minister said 

the release of Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) workers, 
who were “unlawfully” 
detained, would soon be 
secured. He highlighted the 
efforts of the Insaf Lawyers 
Forum, which was securing 
bail for detainees on a daily 
basis. 

“Our legal team has suc-
cessfully obtained bail for 
more than 2,000 wrongfully 
imprisoned workers so far,” 
Gandapur said, adding that 
the government was provid-
ing legal assistance to PTI 
workers. 

According to Gandapur, 
the released workers hailed 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Punjab, Karachi, Baloch-

istan, and Kashmir. He 
noted that over 700 workers 
were released in Ramazan 
alone. 

“Today, release orders 
for 174 more workers are 
being sent to Attock and 
Jhelum jails,” he said. 

Gandapur disclosed that 
more than Rs220 million 
had been deposited as bail 
bonds for the release of 
PTI workers. He pledged to 
intensify efforts to secure 
the release of additional 
workers before Eid. 

The  ch ie f  min is ter 
claimed that PTI had not 
only supported imprisoned 
workers legally but also 
provided financial assis-
tance and essential supplies 
to those still in custody. 

IHC issues 
contempt notice 
to Immigration 

DG, NAB director 
in travel ban case

Court questions  
non-compliance with 

orders to remove Malir 
Development Authority 

ex-DG’s name  
from no-fly list 

By Awais Yousafzai     

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) has issued 
a contempt of court notice 
to the Immigration and Pass-
ports director general (DG) 
and the National Accountabil-
ity Bureau (NAB) director for 
failing to comply with judicial 
orders.  

The notice was issued on 
Wednesday in a case related 
to the removal of the former 
Malir Development Authority 
DG from the travel restric-
tions list. 

During the hearing, Justice 
Babar Sattar directed both 
officials to submit responses 
explaining why contempt 
proceedings should not be 
initiated against them and 
why penalties should not 
be imposed. The officials 
requested additional time to 
file their replies. The court 
also issued notices to the 
attorney general and advo-
cate general for assistance 
in the case and appointed 
Advocate Abdul Rahim Bhatti 
and Shoaib Shaheen as judi-
cial assistants.  Justice Sat-
tar remarked that despite 
repeated court rulings against 
NAB’s recommendations for 
imposing travel bans, the 
state continues to act as it 
always has, adding that penal-
ties from courts now seem to 
come with medals. 

Notably, Justice Babar Sat-
tar had previously sentenced 
Islamabad Deputy Commis-
sioner Irfan Nawaz Memon for 
contempt of court. Although 
his sentence was suspended 
last year through an intra-
court appeal, it has not 
been overturned. Recently, 
on March 23, Memon was 
awarded the Tamgha-e-Imtiaz.

Govt extends gas 
supply for urea 

sector until June 30
By our correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: The government 
on Wednesday extended gas 
supply to the urea sector for 
three more months, ensuring 
uninterrupted availability of 
the vital fertilizer for farmers 
until June 30, 2025, the Minis-
try of National Food Security 
and Research announced in a 
news statement. 

The decision was taken in 
a high-level meeting chaired 
by Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Sena-
tor Mohammed Ishaq Dar, 
attended by Federal Minister 
for National Food Security 
& Research Rana Tanveer 
Hussain, Minister for Petro-
leum, SAPM Tariq Bajwa, and 
senior officials. 

Officials expressed sat-
isfaction with current urea 
stock levels and reaffirmed 
their commitment to market 
stability. Minister Rana Tan-
veer Hussain assured that 
the government will continue 
working with stakeholders to 
prevent supply disruptions 
and protect farmers from 
price volatility. 

IHC issues notice to 
respondents in JIT 

challenge case
I S L A M A B A D :  I s l a m a -
bad High Court  (IHC) 
has issued notice to the 
respondents on the peti-
tion whereby the JIT that 
has summoned PTI leaders 
has been challenged. 

The court has sought 
reply till April 21. The 
court ,  whi le  direct ing 
Sheikh Waqas Akram and 
others to appear before 
JIT, has said you have 
challenged vires and you 
should appear therein and 
file reply. 

J u s t i c e  R a j a  I n a m 
Ameen Minhas heard the 
case on Wednesday. The 
counsel for the petitioner 
said in his arguments noti-
fication of July 26 has been 
challenged. 

Federal  government 
constituted JIT under Peca 
which is running under IG. 

This JIT is illegal under 
section 30. Notification 
regarding re-constitution 
of JIT runs contrary to sec-
tion 30. The counsel said 
that as per rule 2 the DG 
should be competent offi-
cer in regard to electronic 
crime. 

The court inquired you 
are saying rules have been 
violated here too. 

The counsel said yes 
rules have been violated. 
The counsel told the court 
that JIT was to conduct 
investigation regarding 
social media campaign. 
Officer of investigation 
agency should be head of 
JIT and IG cannot head. 

FIA and investigation 
agency investigate regard-
ing cybercrimes and not 
the police. 

T h i s  i s  a l l  j o b  o f 
National Cybercrime inves-
tigation agency. Some time 
they say old agency has 
been abolished and new 
has come. Some time they 
say old has been revived. 

The court while issuing 
notice to the respondents 
adjourned the hearing till 
April 21. —Online


