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Pakistan, UAE agree 
to strengthen fight 

against drug trafficking  
By Shakeel Anjum 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) have agreed to 
enhance cooperation in the 
fight against drug traffick-
ing following a high-level 
meeting at the Ministry of 
Interior. 

Federal Interior Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi held talks with 
Sheikh Zayed bin Hamad bin 
Hamdan Al Nahyan, Chair-
man of the UAE’s National 
Anti-Narcotics Authority. 
Both sides discussed strate-
gies to curb the global drug 
trade and appointed key liai-
son officers for continuous 
collaboration. Major General 
Abdul Mueed, Director-Gen-
eral of Pakistan’s Anti-Nar-

cotics Force (ANF), was 
designated as Pakistan’s 
focal person, while Brigadier 
Taher Gharib will represent 
the UAE. 

Naqvi praised the UAE 
for establishing its National 
Anti-Narcotics Authority 
and congratulated Sheikh 
Zayed on his appointment 
as its first chairman. He 
stressed that this step would 
significantly strengthen joint 
efforts, adding, “The war on 
drugs is a war for our future 
generations, and defeat is 
not an option.” 

Naqvi revealed that Paki-
stan’s law enforcement agen-
cies had recently arrested 
400 suspects linked to drug 
smuggling to the UAE and 
seized five tons of narcotics. 

He credited the success to 
timely intelligence sharing 
and cooperation between the 
two countries. Sheikh Zayed 
reaffirmed the UAE’s full 
support in counter-narcot-
ics operations, emphasizing 
the need to intensify coop-
eration to safeguard future 
generations. 

T h e  m e e t i n g  a l s o 
addressed the growing threat 
of synthetic drugs. Both sides 
vowed to launch a strong 
crackdown on drug cartels, 
with Minister Naqvi stress-
ing that those engaged in this 
“heinous trade” were being 
dealt with “an iron hand.” 

  The talks concluded 
with Pakistan and the UAE 
pledging a united front to 
combat drug trafficking. 

Divergence in 
policies hinders 

Pakistan’s  
anti-terror 

strategy: report 
News Desk 

ISLAMABAD: “Pakistan’s 
efforts to curb the surge in 
terrorism are being hampered 
by internal political divisions, 
particularly over differing 
approaches between the Centre 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 
government”. 

This was stated in a report 
published by The Diplomat, a 
US-based publication focused 
on politics and security in 
Indo-Pacific region. 

The divergence in policies, 
according to the report, has 
made it challenging for political 
leadership to develop a unified, 
comprehensive strategy to 
tackle the escalating threat of 
militancy across the country. 

Pakistan has witnessed 
a surge in cross-border ter-
ror incidents since Taliban 
rulers returned to Afghan-
istan in 2021, particularly 
in the bordering provinces 
of KP and Balochistan. The 
report said internal political 
dynamics, including differing 
strategies pursued by federal 
government and Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-led 
provincial government in 
KP, have complicated coun-
ter-terrorism efforts. 

“Pakistan’s counter-terror-
ism strategy has historically 
fluctuated between kinetic 
operations against militant 
groups and dialogue. For exam-
ple, during Imran Khan’s tenure 
as prime minister from 2018 
to 2022, PTI pursued a negoti-
ation-heavy policy to manage 
TTP threat. Khan’s approach 
involved resettling thousands 
of TTP militants in Pakistan as 
part of rehabilitation and talks 
with the group. Back then, this 
was framed as a pragmatic step 
to de-escalate violence in the 
province”, it said. 

However, according to the 
report, critics in Pakistan’s 
policymaking circles argued 
this was also an attempt by 
KP-based political groups to 
appease Afghan Taliban in 
order to win their cooperation 
against TTP. 

“The policy was seemingly 
aimed to foster goodwill with 
Kabul. However, it backfired, 
as it only ended up embolden-
ing militants who had returned 
to Pakistan, and allowed space 
for cross-border infiltrations”, 
the report said.

Minister orders probe into freight train accident 
By our correspondent 

LAHORE: Federal Minister 
for Railways Muhammad 
Hanif Abbasi has taken 
notice of a freight train 
accident near Renala Khurd 
station in which assistant 
driver Imtiaz lost his life. 

Expressing deep sor-
row over the incident, the 
minister said, “There is no 
substitute for a human life, 
whether it belongs to a pas-
senger or an employee.” He 
directed that a thorough 
inquiry into the accident 
be completed within three 

days and a detailed report 
be submitted. A relief 
train from Lahore was dis-
patched to the site and is 
engaged in rescue opera-
tions. Abbasi said that those 
found responsible for the 
accident would be brought 
to justice. 


