
ANP reaffirms Pakistan’s commitment to regional solidarity 
By our correspondent 

MOSCOW: Awami National 
Party President Senator Aimal 
Wali has reaffirmed Pakistan’s 
commitment to promoting 
cultural cooperation, human 
development and regional sol-
idarity across Asia. 

He represented the Parlia-
ment of Pakistan at a meeting 
of the Standing Committee 
on Social and Cultural Affairs 
of the Asian Parliamentary 

Assembly (APA) held in Mos-
cow. In his speech, he con-
veyed warm greetings from 
Pakistan. He emphasized that 
Asia’s rich civilizational diver-
sity was a source of strength 
and unity, and highlighted 
Pakistan’s efforts under the 
National Culture Policy to pre-
serve historical heritage, pro-
mote intercultural dialogue, 
and prevent illicit trafficking 
of cultural property. 

He underscored the impor-

tance of regional collaboration 
in the digital era, particularly in 
ICT development, cybersecu-
rity, and equitable digital access 
to bridge divides among Asian 
societies. He noted that Paki-
stan’s Digital Pakistan Vision 
aimed to build a modern eco-
system of e-governance, digital 
literacy, and innovation, creat-
ing opportunities for inclusive 
and sustainable growth across 
the region. He highlighted Paki-
stan’s commitment to advanc-

ing health equity and gender 
equality, focusing on expanding 
healthcare access and empow-
ering women through constitu-
tional guarantees and initiatives 
such as reserved parliamentary 
seats and the Benazir Income 

Support Programme. He also 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s resolve 
to work with fellow Asian par-
liaments to promote peace, 
prosperity, and shared progress 
through dialogue, cooperation, 
and mutual respect.
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IHC adjourns Dr Aafia case till Nov 20 
ISLAMABAD: A four-member 
larger bench of the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) has adjourned 
the hearing of the case related to 
the release of Dr Aafia Siddiqui, 
who is in US jail, till November 
20 due to unavailability of the 
petitioner’s lawyer. 

A four-member larger 
bench headed by Justice Arbab 
Muhammad Tahir, which also 
included Justice Khadim Hus-
sain Soomro, Justice Azam 
Khan and Justice Inaam Ameen 
Minhas heard the case. 

During the hearing, Justice 
Arbab Muhammad Tahir asked 
Additional Attorney General 
Rashid Hafeez whether the court 
has examined all the requests 
made in the application. 

On this, the Additional Attor-
ney General took the stand that 
all the requests made in the 
application have been fulfilled. 

He said that this application 

was filed when Dr Aafia Siddiqui 
went missing. The government 
of Pakistan obtained information 
about her presence at that time, 
and the request for a medical exam-
ination was also implemented, 
Rashid Hafeez informed the court. 

The Additional Attorney Gen-
eral further said that after all the 
requests were fulfilled, the federal 
government filed a miscellaneous 
application to dispose of the 
application, however, a miscella-
neous application to amend the 
application has also been submit-
ted by Fauzia Siddiqui. 

Rashid Hafeez said that the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan also 
wrote a letter to the US Presi-
dent on the issue of Dr Aafia Sid-
diqui, while the process of filing 
a mercy appeal in the US court is 
also under consideration. 

He took the position that an 
attempt is being made to make 
the State of Pakistan a party in 

Aafia Siddiqui mercy appeal, 
while this appeal includes 
points that are against the posi-
tion of the State of Pakistan, in 
which case the state cannot sup-
port this appeal. 

The court remarked that fur-
ther action would be taken on the 
matter after hearing the petition-
er’s lawyer at the next hearing.  
Later, the court adjourned the 
hearing of the case until Novem-
ber 20. —APP

Chatha arrested 
in controversial 

tweet case 
By Khalid Iqbal  

ISLAMABAD:   One of the 
accused in the controversial 
tweet case, Hadi Ali Chatha was 
arrested from the court after 
Additional District and Sessions 
Judge Muhammad Afzal Majuka 
issued his non-bailable arrest 
warrants on Tuesday. 

Earlier during the hearing, 
Judge Majuka remarked that the 
accused had apparently not sub-
mitted the required bonds and 
directed the investigation officer 
to carry out the arrest. However, 
after the order was issued, Cha-
tha arrived at the courtroom. The 
court then informed him that the 
order had been passed and that he 
should now appear on Thursday. 

Following the hearing, a 
member of the prosecution team, 
Muhammad Usman Rana, spoke 
to the media. He stated that while 
the prosecution was present in 
court in the morning, only an 
assistant lawyer appeared for the 
accused. He alleged the defend-
ants, Iman Mazari and Hadi Ali 
Chatha were behaving “like chil-
dren,” and were using deliber-
ately using delaying tactics to pre-
vent the trial from proceeding. He 
said the court had initially set the 
time of 11:30 am, but the accused 
did not appear at that time. Later 
the hearing was adjourned until 2 
pm. He said that the accused have 
made statements and tweets in 
favor of banned organizations. 

In his comments to the media, 
Hadi Ali Chatha contested this 
account. He stated that hear-
ings had been held throughout 
the morning and that he had 
arrived before 3:00 pm, but the 
judge remained in his chambers. 
“If they want to arrest me, I am 
standing in the court.” Shortly 
after, officials from the National 
Counter Terrorism Authority 
arrested Hadi Ali Chatha from 
outside the courtroom. 

SC issues first-ever 
quarterly newsletter   

By our correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: The Editorial 
Committee of the Supreme 
Court presented the first-ever 
issue of the court’s quarterly 
newsletter (January–March 
2025) to Additional Registrar 
Fakhar Zaman in presence of 
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) 
Justice Yahya Afridi at the apex 
court on Wednesday. 

The CJP commended the 
committee for its dedicated 
efforts in compiling the publica-
tion, “which reflects the court’s 
ongoing commitment to trans-
parency, reforms, and public 
engagement”. 

According to a press release, 

the newsletter captures signifi-
cant judicial developments during 
the quarter, including public-cen-
tric, technology-driven initiatives, 
landmark judgements, institu-
tional reforms, and national and 
international judicial cooperation. 
Expressing appreciation for the 
editorial team’s professionalism, 
Justice Afridi observed that the 
publication serves as an impor-
tant bridge between the judiciary 
and the public, offering insight 
into the court’s work and reform 
priorities. 

The quarterly newsletter 
will be available on the official 
website of the Supreme Court 
for public access, the state-
ment added.

PTI seeks immediate 
halt to Israeli 

aggression  
By Mumtaz Alvi 

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has 
called upon the interna-
tional community—particu-
larly the United Nations, 
the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), and the 
Muslim Ummah—to take 
immediate, decisive, and col-
lective action to halt Israel’s 
ongoing aggression against 
the people of Gaza. 

PTI Information Secre-
tary Waqas Akram urged the 
world to intervene to protect 
Gaza’s helpless civilian pop-
ulation from further blood-
shed, siege, and devastation. 

In a statement issued 
here on Wednesday, he 
condemned the latest bru-
tal airstrikes carried out by 
Israeli forces against the 
besieged and oppressed 
people of Gaza, which have 
resulted in the martyrdom 
and injury of dozens of 
innocent Palestinians. 

He asserted that these 
unprovoked attacks consti-

tute a flagrant violation of 
international law and fun-
damental human rights and 
represent a direct assault 
on the recently negotiated 
ceasefire as well as ongoing 
efforts to restore peace in 
the Middle East. 

Meanwhile, Waqas also 
condemned the Adiala Jail 
administration and the Pun-
jab government for what he 
termed their blatant con-
tempt of the Islamabad High 
Court’s (IHC) clear orders 
permitting meetings with PTI 
Patron-in-Chief Imran Khan. 

He lamented that despite 
repeated court directives, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief 
Minister Mohammad Sohail 
Afridi and other approved vis-
itors were unlawfully denied 
access, reflecting deliberate 
political victimisation and 
utter disregard for the judici-
ary’s authority. 

“The PTI demands that 
the IHC take immediate and 
decisive action against those 
responsible for defying its 
orders and ensure the full 

restoration of Imran Khan’s 
constitutionally guaranteed 
right to meet his family, legal 
team, and political represent-
atives,” Waqas asserted. 

He emphasised that deny-
ing the elected chief minister 
of a province his lawful right 
to consult his party leader 
sets a dangerous precedent 
that undermines both dem-
ocratic governance and the 
rule of law. 

“The PTI is filing a con-
tempt of court petition 
against the jail administra-
tion’s persistent defiance of 
judicial orders and calls upon 
the judiciary to uphold its dig-
nity and the sanctity of its rul-
ings. The continued unlawful 
incarceration and isolation of 
the party’s founder on base-
less, fabricated, and politi-
cally motivated charges must 
come to an end,” he added. 

Waqas urged the Punjab 
government to end its unlaw-
ful political vendetta and 
ensure the unhindered con-
tinuation of biweekly meet-
ings as ordered by the IHC.

Constitution upholds sovereignty  
of state: Gilani 

Says 18th Amendment strengthened federation  
by devolving powers to provinces

By Mumtaz Alvi 

BAKU: Chairman Senate, Syed 
Yousaf Raza Gilani, has empha-
sised the vital role of consti-
tutions in upholding the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of 
states in today’s complex global 
landscape. 

He was addressing the 
International Parliamentary 
Conference in Baku, dedicated 
to the 30th anniversary of the 
Constitution of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan. Representing 
the Senate of Pakistan, Gilani 
extended warm greetings from 
the Parliament, government, 
and people of Pakistan to the 
leadership and people of Azer-
baijan. He expressed gratitude 
to Sahiba Gafarova, Speaker of 
the Milli Majlis, for the invita-
tion and warm hospitality. 

Speaking on the theme 
“Constitution as the Founda-
tion of the Independence and 
Sovereignty of States in the 
Contemporary World,” Gilani 
described the constitution as 
the supreme covenant between 
the state and its people—a liv-
ing embodiment of national will 
that ensures unity, justice, and 
accountability. He commended 
Azerbaijan for exemplifying 
constitutional order, unity, and 
resilience under the visionary 
leadership of President Ilham 
Aliyev. Congratulating Azer-
baijan on the upcoming 30th 
anniversary of its constitution 

on November 12, the Chairman 
lauded the declaration of 2025 
as the “Year of Constitution 
and Sovereignty,” terming it a 
tribute to the country’s endur-
ing commitment to democratic 
values, progress, and peace. 

Drawing parallels between 
Pakistan and Azerbaijan, the 
Senate Chairman said both 
nations share a historic jour-
ney rooted in faith, dignity, 
and constitutionalism. He high-
lighted that the Constitution of 
Pakistan remains the corner-
stone of the country’s sover-
eignty and democratic govern-
ance, reflecting the collective 
will of the people and ensuring 
the independence of institu-
tions and the rights of citizens. 
He noted that the 18th Consti-
tutional Amendment passed in 
2010 was a defining milestone 
that strengthened Pakistan’s 
federation by devolving pow-
ers to the provinces, deepening 
democratic governance, and 
enhancing national unity. 

Gilani informed the gather-
ing that Pakistan’s Parliament 
continues to strengthen con-
stitutional democracy through 
reforms promoting human 
rights, women’s empower-
ment, judicial independence, 
and electoral integrity. He 
emphasised that these reforms 
have reinforced parliamentary 
supremacy and institutional 
balance, laying the foundation 
for stronger governance and 

national cohesion. 
On contemporary global 

challenges, the Senate Chair-
man said that sovereignty 
today faces new tests from 
globalisation, digital monopo-
lies, cyber threats, and climate 
change. He stressed that true 
sovereignty in the modern era 
must evolve through coopera-
tion, collective responsibility, 
and adherence to international 
law. He proposed key meas-
ures for strengthening constitu-
tional democracy and called for 
strengthening democratic insti-
tutions to reflect the true will 
of the people; investing in civic 
education to promote respon-
sible citizenship; enhancing 
human and institutional capac-
ity for modern challenges; and 
fostering national resilience 
and unity in uncertain times. 

Highlighting Pakistan’s 
upcoming role as host of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Speakers’ 
Conference in Islamabad next 
month,  Gilani said the Baku 
gathering reaffirms the shared 
parliamentary commitment to 
constitutional democracy, sov-
ereignty, and justice. The Chair-
man reaffirmed Pakistan’s 
resolve to uphold constitu-
tionalism, equality, and mutual 
respect among nations, thank-
ing the Azerbaijani leadership 
for their warm hospitality and 
for organising a meaningful 
platform to strengthen global 
parliamentary cooperation. 

CHAMAN: Afghan refugees, along with their belongings on trucks, await deportation 
to Afghanistan near the Pak-Afghan border, Wednesday. —AFP


