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By our correspondent

KARACHI: Sindh Chief Min-
ister Syed Murad Ali Shah
has instructed the local gov-
ernment department to ac-
celerate the execution of on-
going schemes, focusing on
water supply, drainage and
sanitation.

“We are investing in sus-
tainable urban solutions so
Karachi and interior Sindh
residents can live in cleaner,
healthier, and better-man-
aged cities,” the CM said
while reviewing in a meeting
on Thursday the overall de-
velopment portfolio of the
provincial local government
department, including major
ongoing and foreign-assisted
uplift projects.

The meeting was at-
tended by Local Government
Minister Nasir Hussain Shah,

Planning & Development
Minister Jam Khan Shoro,
Chief Secretary Asif Hyder
Shah, Planning and Develop-
ment Board Chairman
Najam Ahmad Shah, Finance
Secretary Fayaz Jatoi, Secre-
tary to CM Raheem Shaikh,
Local Government Secretary
Dr Waseem Shamshad Ali
and senior officials of related
agencies.

Presenting the depart-
ment’s annual progress, the
local government minister
reported that the develop-
ment portfolio for the finan-
cial year 2025–26 included
756 schemes with a total al-
location of Rs78.087 billion
under the Annual Develop-
ment Programme (ADP) and
Rs45.540 billion via Foreign
Project Assistance (FPA).

This comprised 713 ongo-
ing, 17 carry-forward, and 43

new development schemes,
along with 304 sustainable
development goal (SDG)
block projects and the major
Shahrah-e-Bhutto corridor
project under public-private
partnership mode.

During FY 2024–25, the
department completed 424
schemes of Rs 56.5 billion,
greatly enhancing local infra-
structure and urban services
across the province, the CM
was told.

The meeting was in-
formed that Karachi divi-
sion's major development
portfolio included nine mega
projects worth Rs 7.66 bil-
lion, in addition to numerous
agency-specific schemes
such as Karachi Develop-
ment Authority’s 76 schemes
worth Rs13.22 billion, of
which 69 were ongoing, one
was carry-forward, and six

were new.
A total of Rs18.36 billion

had been allocated for the
Karachi Metropolitan Corpo-
ration’s (KMC) 200 schemes,
including 10 new ones that
focused on roads, drains and
municipal facilities.

The Karachi Water &
Sewerage Corporation
(KWSC) was utilising Rs1.80
billion for 47 schemes, in-
cluding four new water sup-
ply and drainage projects
while the Lyari Development
Authority (LDA) was spend-
ing Rs2.30 billion for 35
schemes, including two new
urban rehabilitation initia-
tives, the meeting was told.

The CM also reviewed
the Hub Canal Project worth
Rs12 billion, and the Dumlot-
tee Water Pipeline Project
worth Rs 10.54 billion, which
aimed to supply 10 million

gallons of water per day
from the Dumlottee pumping
station to DHA via the Malir
Expressway. Murad directed
the department to complete
both projects within one
year.

The CM expressed satis-
faction at the progress of
several foreign-funded urban
development projects in
Karachi. Among these, the
Karachi Water & Sewerage
Services Improvement Proj-
ect (KWSSIP) stood out, fea-
turing two significant
phases. The Phase I, with an
investment of Rs 25.47 bil-
lion and co-financed by the
World Bank, the Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank
(AIIB), and Sindh govern-
ment, focused on initial im-
provements to the city’s
water and sewerage infra-
structure.

Murad wants local govt dept to prioritise
completion of water, sanitation schemes

By our correspondent

KARACHI: A sessions court has
cancelled the interim pre-arrest
bail granted to a man and his
son in a case pertaining to as-
saulting his brother over a prop-
erty dispute.

Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge (West) Muhammad
Jahangir Khan took up an appli-
cation filed by Aziz Ur Rehman
and his son Saeed Ur Rehman
seeking confirmation of the in-
terim pre-arrest bail granted to
them.

After hearing both sides, the
judge dismissed the application
of the father-son duo recalling
the interim bail granted to them
on September 15.

"Prima facie there is suffi-
cient evidence available on
record supported by medical ev-
idence against the applicants/ac-
cused to involve them in the al-
leged offence. Hence, the
applicants/ accused are not enti-
tled for the confirmation of bail."

The judge noted that the
mother of the complainant, who
is also the mother of applicant
Aziz Ur Rehman, turned up in
court and supported the com-
plainant's case, stating that she
was a witness to the incident.
She added that her son Aziz and
his son Saeed injured the com-
plainant in an attack.

He said there was also a dis-
pute between both parties over
the property let by their late fa-
ther. The applicants' lawyer con-
tended that a false FIR was
lodged against his clients and
that they were innocent, re-
questing the judge to confirm
their bail. However, the com-
plainant's opposed the bail ap-
plication.
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KARACHI: The Malaysian
consul general in Karachi,
Herman Hardynata Ahmad,
has said that as Malaysia’s
consul general he sees several
avenues for cooperation be-
tween our countries at the in-
tersection of Islamic finance
and renewable energy.

Addressing the 3rd Interna-
tional Conference on Economic
and Allied Sciences held in
Karachi under the theme ‘Inno-
vation, Sustainability and Is-
lamic Finance (ISIF 2025)’, he
said that first, joint research and
knowledge sharing between
Malaysian and Pakistani univer-
sities can advance Islamic green
finance, leveraging existing lit-
erature and global frameworks.

Second, he said, capacity
building through workshops
and study visits can
strengthen regulators and
market participants. Third,
pilot cross-border projects, in-
cluding green sukuk for solar
and wind ventures, can mobi-
lize capital and boost market
confidence. Finally, he said,
regional platforms allow
Malaysia and Pakistan to
jointly advocate in multilateral
forums for dedicated Islamic
green finance initiatives.

“On behalf of the Govern-
ment of Malaysia and the Con-
sulate General in Karachi, I
look forward to deeper col-
laboration with Pakistan’s ac-
ademic, policy and business
communities in this vital
field,” he added.
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