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Torkham stalemate 

Talks between jirgas to 
resolve issue fizzle out   
By Ashrafuddin Pirzada  

LANDIKOTAL: Negotia-
tions between Pakistani 
a n d  A f g h a n  j i r g a s  t o 
resolve the 19-day-long 
Torkham border standoff 
collapsed after the Afghan 
delegation walked out, cit-
ing Pakistan’s lack of seri-
ousness, official sources 
said. 

They said the dispute 
began nearly three weeks 
ago when Afghan forces 
started constructing struc-
tures inside Pakistani ter-
ritory near the Torkham 
border. 

Pakistan objected to 
the construction, leading 
to rising tensions and the 
suspension of trade and 
cross-border movement. 
The closure has caused 
severe disruptions to busi-
nesses and travelers on 
both sides. 

To resolve the issue, 
both countries formed 
jirgas four days ago, com-
prising tribal elders, busi-
nessmen, and officials. 

In the f irst  meeting 
held two days ago, both 
delegations agreed to a 
ceasefire and further dia-
logue to address the con-
troversial  construction 
and restore border oper-
ations. The ceasefire has 
been upheld since the ini-
tial talks. 

A f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g 
Afghan  author i t ies  in 
K a b u l  a n d  J a l a l a b a d , 
the Afghan jirga led by 

Afghan Chamber of Com-
merce Chairman Younus 
Mohmand returned to 
the Torkham border for 
a decisive round of nego-
tiations. The meeting was 
expected to determine the 
next steps for reopening 
the border and resolving 
the territorial dispute. 

However, the Afghan 
delegation said that Paki-
stan had expanded its del-
egation list without prior 
consultation. The Afghan 
jirga waited for two hours 
but ult imately decided 
to leave without holding 
talks. They returned to 
Kabul, expressing their 
disappointment with Paki-
stan’s jirga approach and 
accusing it of undermining 
serious negotiations. 

Pakistani jirga leader 
and Federation of Cham-
bers of Commerce advi-
sor Sayed Jawad Hussain 
Kazmi acknowledged the 
Afghan concerns, admit-
ting that the expansion 
of  the  delegat ion had 
not been communicated 
properly.  He explained 
that Pakistan had origi-
nally submitted a list of 17 
members, but another list 
with over 50 additional 
names was unexpectedly 
sent to the Afghan dele-
gation. 

Kazmi stressed that 
the Torkham border dis-
pute was a critical issue 
affecting trade, economic 
stability, and diplomatic 
relations between the two 

countries. 
He reiterated that dia-

logue remained the only 
way to resolve the matter 
and assured that efforts 
would continue to bring 
the Afghan jirga back to 
the negotiating table. 

Despite the setback, 
Kazmi said that Pakistani 
officials remained in con-
tact with their  Afghan 
counterparts throughout 
the day. However, by the 
time communication was 
re-established, the Afghan 
delegation had already 
reached Kabul, making it 
difficult for them to return 
to Torkham on the same 
day. 

The Torkham border 
remained closed, caus-
ing f inancial  losses to 
traders and hardships for 
thousands of  travelers 
stranded on both sides. 
Business leaders and eco-
nomic experts  warned 
that prolonged tensions 
could severely  impact 
Pakistan-Afghanistan 
trade relations, which are 
already fragile due to past 
border closures. 

Both governments are 
now under  increas ing 
pressure to resolve the 
crisis swiftly. Pakistani 
officials have vowed to 
persuade the Afghan del-
egation to resume talks, 
expressing optimism that 
negotiations would restart 
soon and lead to a peace-
ful resolution of the dis-
pute. 

German coach 
hails Pakistan as 
fierce competitor 

in hockey
By Abdul Mohi Shah   

ISLAMABAD: Mirko Stenzel, 
German national junior team 
coach hailed Pakistan as one 
of the fierce competitors on 
the hockey field, with cur-
rent juniors highly impres-
sive in counterattacks. 

Talking to The News at 
German Ambassador Alfred 
Grannas’s residence during 
Iftar Dinner Wednesday, 
Stenzel said he was proud 
to be part of the first Ger-
man or any foreign national 
team that visited Pakistan 
in 21-year time. “Since we 
are the trendsetters, our 
tour to Pakistan serves 
more than just a bilateral 
series. Playing hockey is 
just one side of our visit, 
our tour to Pakistan will 
help other nations restart 
touring the country. Such 
a visit will also help pro-
mote cultural and sporting 
relations between the two 
countries,” he said. 

Stenzel has a big value 
for Pakistan hockey tradi-
tions, maintaining that they 
are technically sound. “Even 
this junior team against 
whom we played three tests 
so far is a very good side. 
They are exceptional in 
counterattacks and know 
well how to make the best 
of their abilities,” he said. 

German are defending 
world junior champions, 
the title they won four 
years back in Malaysia. 

“We surely want to 
retain the title when we 
start our defence in nine 
months in India. We have 
some very talented play-
ers with us who are ready 
to take on the best in the 
world.” 

On hockey structure 
back in Germany, Mirko 
Stenzel said there are 400 
hockey clubs where chil-
dren start playing hockey 
from the age of 6 to 8 years. 
“We have got a settled sys-
tem to promote and learn 
hockey in Germany. Over 
400 clubs are engaged in 
hockey promotion. Civil 
society and local govern-
ments come forward to 
finance them.”    

German Ambassador 
Alfred Grannas on the 
occasion termed the tour as 
a significant development 
in improving the bilateral 
relations between the two 
countries. 

“Pakistan and Germany 
have a long-standing rela-
t ions.  German hockey 
team visit to Pakistan will 
further foster the relations 
between the two countries. 
We believe in improving 
cultural and sporting rela-
tions between the two 
countries.” 

Tariq Bugti, President 
Pakistan Hockey Federa-
tion (PHF) and Secretary 
Rana Mujahid exchanged 
souvenirs with the German 
Ambassador and with the 
visiting teams. Also pres-
ent on the occasion were 
former Olympian, Shahbaz 
Ahmad Senior, Asif Bajwa, 
Khawaja Junaid. 

E a r l i e r ,  G e r m a n y ’ s 
junior hockey team con-
ducted an intense prac-
tice session at the Naseer 
Bunda Hockey Stadium 
in Islamabad, focusing on 
refining their skills and 
finalizing preparations for 
their upcoming match. 

During the session, 
German players worked 
on fitness drills, passing, 
and goal-scoring exercises, 
while the coaching staff 
focused on strategic plan-
ning. Hockey enthusiasts 
and local players were 
also present in the sta-
dium, admiring the German 
team’s skill and technique. 

German team’s tour of 
Pakistan is seen as a pos-
itive step for the devel-
opment of hockey in the 
country, providing local 
players with an opportu-
nity to witness and learn 
from international-level 
hockey. 

The last match of the 
series will be played Thurs-
day at 3 PM at Naseer 
Bunda Hockey Stadium, 
Islamabad.

IHC seeks report 
on PTI founder’s 
meetings in jail

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) on Wednes-
day sought report from author-
ities regarding the meetings of 
PTI founder in the jail. 

The IHC’s Justice Inaam 
Ameen Minhas heard a con-
tempt of court petition regard-
ing the non-meeting of the 
founder of PTI and the issue of 
signing of power of attorney. 

At the outset of hearing, 
the jail authorities provided 
the signed power of attorney 
of the founder of PTI to the 
lawyers. 

The court directed the jail 
authorities to submit a detailed 
reply by March 28, regarding 
the meetings of PTI founder in 
jail. 

The court adjourned the fur-
ther hearing of the case. —APP


